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Throw a recession party

Just having fun with friends needn’t cost a lot.

BY SEEAN THURSTON
Tirmew Stfi’ Writer

vent planner Marley

Majcher says the pitiful

eacnomy shouldm't pat the
brakes on parties and good tirmes.
Some tastefulness and attention
b st can result in & oerorable
avient guests will enjoy and even

Appreciate,

“Thewhiole thing doesn't have to
e oz il il with gold,” said
Majcher, mamer of the Party God-
dess, a Log Angeles-based cater-
ing and event planning comgsany.
“People just want. to feel commforts
able and see their fiends”

Majcher (prononneed Major)
has been throwing parties for 17
vears, working with celebrities
such as Britney Spears, Meree

Brosnan amd
Katherine
Heigl. These
days, instead
af dropping
big bucks for
parties, more
people wani
advice on how
ko enmkertain on
a budget.

"This is the first time we've
seen this since 511" she said.
"Penpde felt it was inappropriate
te have a party after that. In this
case, wWe can'h entertain baecanse
no one has any money”

But for those with mongy
te spend, they can still host
an  event withont  appeaing
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Have fun with friends
without breaking bank

frivolous or insensitive to those
ming throogh toogh tmes
Majcher said In fet, & fun diver-
sion may actually help people
whoa have lost their jobs or homes,

*Peaple are depressed, and
what do you need when you're
depressed?™ she said, “Ton need
your friends.”

Majcher, 3%, heads to Florida
next week to offer advice abount
hosting parties on the cheap for
WFLA-TV's Daytime Temgpa and
T Dyl Breser in O lando, Inan
interview from Califernia, she
shared afew tips,

e Pare down the guoest list
Instead of inviting all 30 people
yoi ko, invite 20 friends, those
vl really wank ko see,

s BNake sure jtems do double
dutyt Choose a cemterpieee that
also zerves as a dessert or drink.

Decorate the table with candied
apples or bidkets of microbrewed
beer, [Hs less expensive, and your
epocnnsEions frivmds will appreci-
ate you mot throwing out a banch
of fovwers after the partyl

# Swap a dinner party for a des-
sert party or a brunch with spe-
cific start and stop dmes. Guesis
woil't drink as much (whodrinks
five mimosas?), and the food
capsks less,

& Throw a wine-tasting party.
The host provides the foordl;
guests supply the wine. Mix it up
by having goests bring a cheap
bottle and an expensive one.
Cover the labels and quickly dis-
cover that your palate doesn't
always pick the priciest,

= Finally, slow down anc be prac-
tical, she said, “That never hurk

anybody”



